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CLINICS. 2 urine, often exists. A case was in the hos- 
— pital in the early part of October last, where 
Clinical Lecture on Albuminous Urine. {there was considerable dilatation of the right 
Delivered at King’s College Hospital, Nov. ; side of the heart, and excessive dropsy, but 
%h, 1845. By Rosert Bentiy Topp, }no albumen was discoverable in the urine. 
M.D.,F.R.S., &c, &c. Reported by Mr. ; Dropsy being a symptom of great urgency, 
JS, Lavies. and taking a very prominent position in the 
Gentlemen, the subject I have chosen for following cases in which the urine was albu- 
my lecture to-day is ‘‘ Dropsy with Albumi- { minous, I think I may fairly class them to- 
nous Urine.”’ I make use of this expression ‘gether under the general head—‘‘ Dropsy 
in preference to the word ‘‘ Albuminuria,’’ } with Albuminous Urine.” 
Which is so commonly employed now, be-? I shall ask your attention to four cases, 
cause it expresses the prominent features of } two of which are now in the hospital, and 
the disease, and does not, as the high-sound- ‘the other two have lately been in it. 
ingtitle, albuminuria, fix the attention poet Case I.—The first case is that of a boy, 
sively on that which is only a single symptom, ‘five years old, who has had scarlet fever, 
and not the disease itself. which seems to have run its usual course. 
We may have dropsy without albuminous } About three weeks after the abatement of 
urine. In many cases of cirrhosis of the}the fever he became universally dropsical. 
liver ascites is present, but no albumen can } His urine was found to be scanty in quantity, 
be detected in the urine. So, again, in car- {smoky in colour, presenting a dark appear- 
diac disease, dropsy, without albumen inthe § ance, as if mixed with carbonaceous matter. 


Published Monthly by LEA § BLANCHARD, Philadelphia, at One Dollar a year, 
nd sent Graturrousty to all subscribers of the American Journal of the Medical 


y 


‘iences, who remit the annual subscription, Five Dollars, in advance. See Prospectus 
full on the Supplement to the Number for February, 
I? In no case will this work be sent unless the money is paid in advance. 


This should pay postage as one newspaper. 
Vou. IV.—3 


























22 CLINICS. 


On the application of heat, or of nitric acid,}8o0 causing obstruction to the Circulation 
it yielded an abundant precipitate of albu-{ through the heart, and hence to the i: 
men. Under the microscope other constitu- } circulation generally. This patient had 7 
ents of the blood were plainly seen, namely, } enlarged liver ; she was universally dropsiey, 
blood discs and fibrinous casts of the urini- ; her urine was smoky, and highly albuminou, 
ferous tubes. There was also a large quan- ; She died ; and ona post-mortem examination 
tity of lithic acid. The skin was dry, not;the kidneys were found to be very much 
freely secreting, and some fever was present. ; congested in common with the liver and 
In order to promote the action of the skin, I; other internal organs. There was NO Sign 
employed the warm-bath and sudorifics, liq. ; of disease in the elementary structures of the 
ammon. acet. with nitre, and as the presence | kidney. The albumen which appeared in 
of blood in the urine indicated congestion of: the urine depended on the congestion of the 
the kidney, a few leeches were applied to the} vascular apparatus of the kidney. 
loins. Not three days have passed, and the; Case 1V.—Thomas Ould, aged 43, now 
dropsy is almost cured. ‘The urine is more‘ in the house. He is a silversmith, and once 
copious, less albuminous, and less smoky. lived very freely, but has been quite tempe- 
Case If.—The second case is that of a rate for the last four years. His trade is one 
woinan, 25 years of age, in the sixth month } which exposes him to frequent alternations 
of pregnancy at the time of her admission. ; of heat and-cold. Long ago he noticed, tha 
She had always enjoyed good health tills at every fresh exposure to cold the quantity 
about a month ago, when she caught cold, {of his urine sensibly diminished. During 
and became troubled with cough and hoarse- 3 the November of last year he was seized 
ness. A fortnight after this, she observed a; with gout in the ankle, and in the February 
swelling of the labia pudendi and of the legs; $ following cedema commenced in his foot, 
her urine became scanty, and in it she no- 3 gradually extending upwards until he be- 
ticed a red sediment. When she came into: came universally dropsical. About sixteen 
the hospital there was considerable edema? weeks ago he was admitted into St. Bar. 
of the labia, and of the lower extremities, ; tholomew’s Hospital, where he greatly im. 
accompanied with some fluctuation of the | proved under the treatment to which he was 
; 








abdomen. The urine was scanty, smoky, { submitted. After he left, however, the dis. 
and highly acid; it was turbid, and abund- ; ease returned, and he soon found himself 
antly albuminous; it contained lithate of ; worse than ever. Six weeks before he came 
ammonia, and had a sp. gravity of 1.027. into King’s College Hospital he experienced 
‘The microscope was not used; but the pre- $ pain in the chest, and has had dyspnea ever 
sence of blood was sufficiently evinced by } since. There is probably some thickening 
the smoky and albuminous character of the} of the mitral valves—perhaps, of others; a 
urine. The skin was dry. In this case I} rough sound. heard at the apex, attends the 
endeavoured to promote the healthy action § systole of the heart. He has now dropsy in 
of the skin by the use of warm baths, and‘ every part of the body; he presents a white 
by the administration of Dover's powder and } and waxy look; his liver is large ; his skin 
antimony. Under this treatment the albu- { does not act ; his urine is deficient in quat- 
men soon disappeared from the urine, and } tity; its sp. gravity comes within the range 
the dropsy from the legs, and in twelve days} allowed for healthy urine—!}.020. It is not 
all the symptoms that had previously been} smoky ; it contains an abundance of lithates, 
present had vanished. | and is highly albuminous. This case differs 
I may here remark, that such cases as} from the others in exhibiting a deposit in tie 
those now quoted have long attracted the} urine of epithelial particles, which are found, 
notice of physicians, and that cases like the } under the microscope, to be loaded with fat. 
former were first described by Dr. Wells; } The object I have had in view in the treat- 
and those, like the latter, by [)r. Blackall. } ment of this case has been to carry off fluid, 
These latter cases, as spoken of by Dr.} and with it such morbid materials a3 have 
Blackall, have generally received the title of been retained in the blood in consequence “ 
‘Inflammatory Dropsy.”’ | ; the imperfect action of the skin and kidneys 
Case III.—A woman, between 40 and 50} The patient has had the pulv. jalap. comp. 
years of age, laboured under disease of the} and calomel ; hot-air baths have also been 
mitral valves, which favoured the regurgita- | used. He has been put upon a diet from which 
tion of the blood from ventricle to auricle, ; non-azotized matters have been excluded. 
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connection with the vascular system, pre- 


vader this treatment the dropsy has some- 
senting a cyst-like dilatation, which sur- 


what improved, but the same deposits con- 


g 
( 


sve 10 be found in the urine. ‘ rounds a peculiar portion of the vascular 
In all these cases we have evidence of ; apparatus, called the Malpighian plexus. 
ongestion of the kidney. ‘ The mass of the kidney is composed of such 


js.—From the smoky urine. (In three { tubes. Their structure is basement mem- 
esses out of the four quoted.) This weaned brane, lined with cells of epithelium. Dr. 
sce presented by the urine is due to the} Johnson has ascertained, that in many of 
sresence of blood-corpuscles, the colouring ; these cells a small quantity of fat exists. It 
natter of which is blackened by the acids of } must be remembered that the condition of 
the urine. The presence of the red particles ; this epithelium affords a most important in- 
ia the urine is in my mind a certain indica- | dications of the state of nutrition of the gland. 
von of rupture of some minute vessels, ; If its nutrition be perfect, then its secreting 
inasmuch as a red particle is far too large functions will be well performed, and the 
w escape through the pores of capillary | epithelium will be healthy; but if, on the 
vessels. ‘ other hand, its nutrition be impaired, one of 
adiy.—From the existence of albumen in} the results will be unhealthy secretion of 
the urine—T'his depends on the escape of} epithelium. 
the serum of the blood, consequent upon; 2dly.—The vascular apparatus. 
congestion, from the vessels into the urinife-; The renal artery breaks up in the sub- 
rous tubes; and it may take place either; stance of the kidneys dividing and sub- 
with or without rupture. dividing, till at last several small arteries 
3dly.—From the presence of fibrinous } are formed (the Malpighian), each of which 
noulds. The fibrin of the blood having } passes towards an uriniferous tube, pierces its 
escaped into the tubes, adapts itself, when it § wall, and terminates in a minute tuft (the 
coagulates, to their form; and when at last} Malpighian plexus or tuft), within the di- 
it is brought away, it represents an exact? lated origin of the tube. Out of the tuft a 
cast of the tube it occupied, carrying with it ; small vein arises, which makes its exit by 
sometimes an epithelial cell, healthy or un- } piercing the wall of the dilated extremity of 
healthy. the tube; this vein breaks up into a venous 
Now this congestion, of which I have been: plexus, called the ‘‘ portal,’’ from the ob- 
speaking, as evidenced by these three con- ’ vious analogy which it bears to the portal 
ditions of urine, may be either partial or system of the liver. From the portal plexus 
general; but if partial, then some of the $ larger and less numerous veins arise, which, 
congestion must have existed in a Mal-3 by their junction, form the renal or emulg- 
pighian plexus; for, from the position of the 3 ent vein. 
portal plexus external to the tubes, a hemor- ; The course of the circulation in the kidney, 
thage into the tubes is not likely to result ‘then, may be described as follows. Before 
fom a congestion limited to that plexus.— § the blood can get to the renal vein it must 
Even when the whole quantity of blood in’ pass through the Malpighian and portal 
the gland is small, these phenomena rel Lerma’ the former within the dilated 
oceur, provided some of that little be unduly { origin of the uriniferous tube, the latter ex- 
accumulated in one or more Malpighian ; ternal to and surrounding the walls of the 
plexuses, , tubes; and this difference is very important. 
You will understand these points better if? If an accumulation were to take place within 
I briefly call your attention to the anatomy } the tubes, what would be the result? The 
of the gland. An accurate knowledge of ; portal plexus would be pressed, and the cir- 
the relations of the secreting and vascular } culation in it retarded ; the blood would con- 
parts of the kidney is of the highest import- ; sequently be thrown back on the Malpighian 
ance to both the physiology and pathology ; tuft, and congestion there would result. It 
ofthe organ; so important, indeed, that I} is worthy of notice, that the vessels which 
hesitate not to say, that no one who is igno- ; compose the Malpighian plexus are very 
rant of them is competent to offer an opinion } delicate in their texture, and peculiarly fa- 
respecting diseased states of this gland. vourable to admit of the filtration of fluid ; 
Ast—Of the secreting apparatus of the; and if the congestion goes so far as to cause 
kidney. This consists of highly-convoluted ; rupture, the red particles and fibrin escape 
tubes, each one at its origin, that is, at its} into the tubes. Whenever you meet with 
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serum of the blood in urine, you may at; II. In the second case the symptoms ap. 
once conclude that there is congestion of the peared after cold, and the phenomena 4 ; 
kidney—in one Malpighian plexus, at least; } served were, to a great extent, similar to | 
and whenever red globules are present you }those just mentioned. In consequence of | 
may be sure that rupture has taken place. > suppressed secretion by the skin Noxious 
The tubes have in such cases been found ; material was retained in the blood, which 
injected with blood. ; occasioned irritation of the kidney, and sub. 
What is the cause of congestion in the ; sequent congestion. 
several cases that I have mentioned? Let; Now, in both these classes of cases, the | 
me take them ‘‘ seriatim.”’ aim of the treatment must be to restore the | 
I. How does it happen that dropsy, with healthy action of the skin, to relieve con. 
albuminous urine, occurs after scarlet fever? gestion, to purify the blood of noxious in. | 
The scarlatina poison affects the whole body ; ’ gredients by promoting the various excre. 
wherever b!ood is, there is also poison ; and, : tions. How far the treatment to be pursued 
therefore, all the parts to which the blood may be antiphlogistic, or more or |ess 
travels are liable to become infected with the stimulant and tonic, must depend in a great | 
poison. No organ is more liable to be in- : degree on the peculiar circumstances of each | 
fected in this way than the kidney ; its nu-’ particular case. 
trition is interfered with ; the healthy attrac-. III. In the third case the symptoms de. _ 
tion between the blood and the elements of : pended on disease of the heart, and it must - 
the gland is disturbed ; a state of irritation be obvious that no remedy could possibly be | 
is induced, and the result is an afflux of blood ’ of paramount benefit that was not directed to 
giving rise to active congestion. ‘T'his irri- the removal of the obstacle to the circulation 
tation may go so far as to excite inflamma- ° in that organ. 
tion; but certainly not to any great extent, IV. In the fourth case the phenomenaare 
for the products of inflammation are very connected with a peculiar state of the kidney 
seldom found. I have never met with sup-. itself, and a remarkable train of symptoms 
puration of the kidney after scarlet fever; is manifested which are naturally divided 
nor do I know that any one has noticed such into three stages. 
aresult. Active congestion of the kidneys,’ The first stage is remarkable for the ab- 
then, is induced in these cases by the irrita- sence of any symptom distinctly referable to | 
tion of the poison. It is important for you, the kidney. That organ, indeed, can hardly | 
to remark, that albuminous urine frequently be said to be diseased, although a morbid 
is noticed during the course of the fever. change is commencing in it. The general | 
A case was in the hospital under my care health of the patient is disturbed ; his as- 
last summer, where it showed itself on the? similation, both primary and secondary, is 
fifth day from the commencement of the’ defective; the blood suffers-in some of its 
attack. The patient died; and Dr. Johnson, ) staminal principles, but especially in its 
who minutely examined the kidneys, found) colouring matter. There are frequent dys- 
no other morbid change in them than that} peptic attacks. If the urine be examinedin 
which might arise from simple irritation, : this stage it will be found to contain fat, and 
namely, congestion, with an undue quantity ' particles of epitheiium loaded with fat. 
of epithelium ; just as from irritation of the; The symptoms in this stage are such 23 
skin an unusual amount of epidermis isnot to attract the particular notice of the 
secreted. In these cases of dropsy after, patient or his friends; and even if he did 
scarlet fever the kidney is not the only organ ; take medical advice, there is no sign which 
afiected. Dr, Graves mentions some exam- : would certainly indicate the incipient stage 
ples of enlargementand irritation of the liver } of the disease, unless the urine be examined 
relieved by antiphlogistic means; and Dr. \ and found to contain fatty epithelium. 
Scott Alison has-lately called attention to’ The serious nature of the malady is, there- 
cases of endocarditis and pericarditis occur- > fore, constantly overlooked in this stage both 
ring in connection with scarlet fever. When ; by patient and physician ; nor does the real 
these matters come to be more minutely in-} state of the patient show itself until in the 
vestigated, I believe that we shali find that } second stage the urine becomes albuminous. 
the liver and other organs are affected in? On this account the second stage is tha 
scarlet fever more frequently than is now? which is ordinarily described as the first. 
supposed. The attention of the patient is drawn ' 








OMS ap. 
ena ob. 
milar to ; 
lence of 
NOxious 
’ which 
ind sub. 


ses, the 
tore the | 
ve con. © 
ious in. 
 excre. | 
Dursued 
Or less 
Q great | 
of each 


ms de. | 
it must 
bly be 
cted to | 
‘ulation 


ena are 
kidney | 
nptoms 
livided 


he ab- 
able to 
hardly 
morbid 
eneral | 
nis as- 
ary, is 
of its | 
in its 
it dys- 
ned in 
it, and 


ich as 
of the 
re did 
which 
stage 


mined 


here- 
» both 
» real 
in the 
nous. 
3 that 
st. 

wn t0 
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vis condition, and medical aid is sought in this deposit has hitherto been called granu- 
ynsequence of all or some of the following ; lar. 
gmptoms presenting themselves. Pain in; 4. As the disease advances, the kidneys, 
he loins; nausea or vomiting ; disturbed ; which at first were enlarged, shrink, their 
jigestion; pallid or pasty countenance ; | cortical or external portion becoming wasted 
wme edema of the legs or face, or both.— , here and there, leaving depressions on the 
Sometimes hepatic symptoms are present; surface of the organ corresponding to the 
sometimes cardiac. Micturition, especially ‘wasted portions; and thus a tuberculated 
x night, is very frequent ; (this is aremark- aspect is given to the kidney. The blood- 
bly common symptom.) The urine is al- vessels are obliterated in many situations, 
buminous ; either simply so, or other ele- ; and it is impossible to inject such kidneys. 
ments of the blood are found in it; fibrinous, Such, then, is the coarse anatomy of this 
asts of the uriniferous tubes, or red particles disease, as has been clearly made out by the 
of blood. It may contain a large quantity : numerous observers who have directed their 
of lithates; and, as has been ascertained by attention to it. The following questions, 
F. Simon, fat; or, as Dr. Johnson, finds, _ however, naturally suggest themselves, and 
fatty epithelial cells. ’must be definitively answered before we 
From this stage the patient generally dates ' shall be in a condition to determine the pa- 
his illness. Thus it appears from the history : thology of the disease. 
of one of our patients, Ould, that the first’ What isthe nature of the deposit? How 
thing that attracted his attention was the ;is it produced? Where deposited; in or 
edema in his lower extremities. ‘between the tubes? Is it a product of in- 
Patients, in whom the disease has ad- :flammation? Is it a new element, or only 
vanced to this stage, are, when exposed to | an increase of a natural one ? 
cold, rendered much worse, and the progress; I have already remarked that Dr. Johnson 
of the malady is hastened by the suppressed ‘ has found that the healthy epithelium of the 
perspiration, and the consequent increase of | kidney contains fat—in small quantities it is 
renal congestion. Indeed, the disease may } true, but yet sufficient, and so generally ex- 
have been silently creeping on without any , isting as to warrant the assertion that its 
marked symptoms, until a check to the per- | presence in the cells, in small quantity, may 
spiration, giving rise to congestion, as it be regarded as a normal character of them. 
would do ita healthy kidney, causes so rapid } It had been previously known that this is the 
i development of the dropsy and other ‘case with the cells of the liver ; but in these, 
‘ymptoms, as to give to the disease an acute | fat exists in much larger quantity than in the 
character, and to lead to its being attributed } renal epithelium. 
(0 inflammation. In this disease, however, according to Dr. 
In the third stage the dropsy becomes ; Johnson’s most important discovery, fat ac- 
general. There is always anasarca, and | cumulates in the epithelial cells of the kidney 
‘ometimes ascites ; the latter usually depend- ; in large quantity ; and it is the existence of 
lg ona more or less obstructed state of }these gorged cells which gives the appear- 
lver, The urinary secretion is defective ; ance of a granular deposit. 
more or less albumen is to be found. The’ Mr. Bowman had discovered that fatty 
wea, instead of being removed from the ; liver essentially consisted in an overloading 
‘ystem, is retained in the blood, and the re- > of the epithelial cells with fat. So similar 


‘ult of this is epilepsy and fatal coma. are the cells of the kidney, in this disease, 
Now, what is the condition of the kidneys | to those of the fatty liver, that if placed side 
a these cases ? by side you could not distinguish a renal 


l. Both kidneys are found in a diseased : from an hepatic cell. Both are filled with 
“ate, It seldom or never happens that the } distinct oil-globules, the appearance of which 
lisease is limited to one kidney. }is so peculiar that no microscopic observer 

2. We meet with irregular vascular con- , of ordinary experience could fail to distin- 
éestion ; the vessels are full at some parts of} guish them. 

2 Organ, and empty at others, and this} In these cases, the cells of the liver are 
elves rise to a mottled appearance on the} often found unduly gorged with oil, exactly 
turface of the kidney. as in the kidney. Fatty matter along with 

3. A deposit of a new matter is found } other materials, is also found in the arteries, 
“ther in or between the tubes of the kidney; ; and on the valves of the heart. Phthisis, too, 
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is frequently co-existent, and tubercles, it been chiefly known as a frequent accompa. 4 


may be observed, contain fat as well as other ; niment of phthisis. 

elements. } It is true that the accumulation of fat jn 
With regard to the question, ‘‘ Is the de- | the cells of the liver does not lead to the 

posit situate in or between the tubes?’ I § obliteration of the blood-vessels of the gland 

must remark that itis very unlikely it should ; nor to a stoppage of its secretion, as in fatty 


select the latter situation. The tubes are’ kidneys. This difference in the effects of 


placed very close together; between them | the same accumulation in these two organs 
there is a very small quantity of a clear ho-?is due to the greater distensibility of the 
mogeneous hyaline substance, in which the ? liver, which readily increases its size without 
vessels are lodged. Again the changes of compressing or impeding its blood-vessels ; 
nutrition are known to take place on the whereas, from the dense fibrous membrane 
free surface of the tubes—that is, in their, which covers the kidney, and the highly 
interior; and therefore it is most likely that, convoluted arrangement of its secreting 
any changes resulting from impaired nutri- ‘tubes, the retention of the enlarged cells 
tion would also manifest themselves there. within them speedily affects the vessels 
You may see the fat-laden epithelium within ‘ which play around them, and obstructs the 
the basement membrane of the tubes. Some ‘ circulation. 
years ago I had formed the opinion that the ’ The frequent association of fatty liver 
epithelium, in this disease, was secreted in’ with fatty kidney strongly indicates that the 
undue quantity, and distended the tubes, but | two diseases are closely allied to each othei, 
I did not know that its substance was in any ; and owe their existence to a similar, or even 
way changed. ‘tothe same cause. There is no evidence 
When the gorged epithelium cells accu- ‘that this disease is inflammatory. Fat is 
mulate in the uriniferous tubes, the result is certainly not a product of inflammation, nor 
that the tubes become dilated, the portal do we find any of the inflammatory products 
plexus which surrounds them is compressed, | in the kidneys in this disease. No pus, no 
the passage of the blood through it isimpeded gangrene, no lymph, in the substance of the 
or prevented, and the Malpighian tufts be- kidney. To explain the disease, we must 
come distended with blood, and allow serum ; look to those circumstances which favour 
to transude through the walls of their vessels, the formation of fat; deficiency of oxygen, 
or, if they burst, admit of the escape of the ’ want of exercise, impure air, and the like. 
red particles and fibrin. And as the accu-; Mr. Simon and Dr. Johnson have artifi- 
mulation goes on, the portal plexus here and : cially produced the disease. They kept cats 
there is obliterated, and the Malpighian tufts ‘ for some time in the dark, causing them to 
become obliterated likewise, and atrophy of. breathe impure air, and to live on unwhole- 
the kidney and deficiency of its secretion some food. The results were, that they 
ensue. As, however, many healthy Mal-; were enabled to trace the disease through is 
pighian tufts remain, the secretion does not‘ three stages. They drew off the urine from 
always stop, but, on the contrary, may now the bladder by a catheter, and examined it 
and then become abundant, or even excessive. ' from time to time ; they found that first fat 
It may be now confidently asserted that. began to appear in the urine, with numerous 
this disease consists essentially in a deposit | gorged cells. There was soon a tendency to 
of fat in undue quantity in the epithelial cells ‘ dropsy, and the urine became smoky and al- 
of the kidney, associated with similar depo- buminous. The dropsy increased, the urine 
sits, in greater or less quantity, in other; became scanty, and death from suppression 
organs—in the liver, on the internal surface § followed. The state of the kidneys was 
of arteries, and of the valves of the heart; {exactly such as I have described it in the 
and that it is frequently accompanied by the ! human subject. 
deposit of tubercles in the lungs. | I confess that this appears to me to be an 
Instead, then, of the name granular kid- ' experimentum crucis. A theory of the dis- 
ney, hitherto so generally employed, we ease had been formed, based on facts ascer- 
must use that of ‘‘ fatty kidney,’ as we? tained in the human subject. 
speak of fatty liver. An animal is subjected to all those con 
And I may remark here, that this disease ‘ ditions which would favour the expected 
is, to all intents and purposes, of the same ' results, and these results have followed ex 
nature as the fatty liver, which has hitherto! actly as had been anticipated. 
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in the treatment of the disease, we must’ urine, and quickly disappear, little need be 
»; to the particular stage in which we find > feared ; but if, on the other hand, it continues 
_ If perchance the patient applies for ad- "steadily and unremittingly to show itself, 
woe in the very earliest stage, and the phy- then it must be looked upon as a symptom 
cian is fortunate enough to detect it, the calculated to excite our worst fears. The 
jsease may be cured. If, before mechanical . presence of albumen is always indicative of 
struction and its consequences have arisen, partial or general congestion of the kidney. 
te mode of life and the habit of the patient ’ This congestion must have a cause, and that 
,e changed by pure air and careful attention cause may be either,—1. Undue attraction 
» diet and exercise, then it is quite possible of blood to the organ, as from irritation, or, 
vatthe coming evil may be averted. Un- | 2. Obstruction to the circulation in the portal 
orunately, however, a patient seldom ap- ; plexus of the kidney, causing congestion of 
sles for medical aid thus early. In the : one or more Malpighian tufts ; and this latter 
veond and third stages we can only palliate cause may depend either on obstruction to 
wflering, by relieving congestion, promoting ; the general venous circulation, from disease 
ihe flow of urine, and the action of the skin; ‘of the heart primarily, or upon mechanical 
ind perhaps we may check the tendency to ‘pressure of the portal plexus, by the over 
e abnormal deposit of fatty matters, by distended uriniferous tubes. 
esiricting him to a diet which contains 
either fat nor butter, nor any of those non- Clinical Lecture on Medicine. Delivered 
uotized substances which are nearly allied ) at the Meath Hospital, Dublin. By Rozert 
in chemical constitution to fat, and are easily J. Graves, M.D., M.R.1.A., &c. 
; 


convertible into it—such as starch, sugar,; Allow me to refer briefly to the case of 
potatoes, &c. We must not allow fat, but- ; Michael Carey, who lies inthe chronic ward, 
r,and such things, to be taken, nor any } and who has within the last week exhibited 
of those substances which, like potatoe, }symptoms of rather a suspicious character. 
warch, &c., are easily convertible into fat. | The account which he gives of himself is, 
The foregoing considerations, therefore, lead | that his illness commenced on the 3d of 
ne to regard *‘ Bright’s Disease. March, with rigors, thirst, loss of appetite, 
ls. As one in which the existence of} and prostration of strength. Whenadmitted, 
bumen in the urine is a concomitant, by | on the 7th, he had thirst, fever, and restless- 
10 means an essential, feature of the disease, ness, with slight cough, unaccompanied by 
uta result of the mechanical obstruction to | expectoration. He was treated with aperient 
‘ue circulation, which the morbid deposit in ) enemata, effervescing draughts, and the 
the kidney causes. It is, as indeed Dr. ’ other remedies which we are in the habit of 
Snght himself has always insisted on, only ' employing where the fever is not violent, and 
one of those diseases which give rise to al- ; where there is no inflammatory affection of 
cuminous urine. any internal organ to subdue. Under this 
ddly. As a disease of the blood, manifest- ’ treatment his fever began to decline in the 
og itselfin faulty assimilation, both primary ’ course of five or six days, and, with the ex- 
ind secondary, and consequently allied to ’ ception of his cough, which had been gradu- 
‘nose diseases (gout, rheumatism, diabetes, ally increasing and was now very trouble- 
kc.) which have their origin in a morbid }some, he seemed to be fast approaching a 
ate of the blood. ’ state of convalescence. On the tenth day his 
lt will be for future clinical research to skin was cool, his pulse reduced nearly to 
‘seover such signs of the earliest stage of the } the natural standard, and his tongue clean- 
“sease as will enable both physicians and } ing; but the cough had increased in severity, 
‘auents to detect it in sufficient time to adopt }and he complained that it kept him awake 
‘n¢ remedial measures which are so clearly ‘at night. Hitherto I had looked on it as 
‘dicated by its pathology. > merely an instance of that bronchial affection 
ch conclusion, in order to save myself which is so frequently combined in this coun- 
“om being misunderstood, let me say, that ‘try with fever of a gastric type, and which 
‘ough I object to the term of ‘‘ albumi- ; generally disappears as soon as a favourable 
— for reasons before given, yet I re- > change occurs in the febrile symptoms.— 
the presence of albumen in the urine as ; The persistence of the pulmonary symptoms, 
eae of grave import. If albumen } however, in spite of ordinary treatment, in- 
‘ould suddenly make its appearance in the duced me to think that there might be some- 
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thing more than mere bronchitis; I accord- ’resolved, it is only at the very commence. 
ingly proceeded to make an accurate stetho- ‘ment of disease, and before that state ot 
scopic examination. Over the left side of ‘constitution is established in which there ‘ 
the chest respiration was pure, and the a tendency to the formation of tubercular 
sound on percussion natural. On the right | productions. If we happen to be so fortunate 
side, immediately below the clavicle, the ‘as to detect phthisis at this early period, | 
chest sounded dull on percussion, and, on: think that it is possible not only to palliate. 
applying the stethoscope, the respiration was | but also to remove it. By free and repeated 
found to be comparatively feeble over this ; leeching, the use of blisters, a mild diet, and 
spot, and mixed with crepitus and bronchial ; the insertion of one or two setons over the 
rales. Now the question to decide here was, part dull on percussion, you will often be 
could this be commencing tubercular depo- ‘able to remove any threatening symptoms, 
sition, or was it mere bronchitis with effusion , and perhaps save the patient’s life—M.j 
into a circumscribed portion of the minute ; Times, Aug. 2, 1845. 

bronchial tubes and air vesicles? It is not ’ 


very easy to decide this question in many > MEDICAL NEWS. 


cases. The patient was a young man of, 

good constitution, and apparently not of the) © DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
acrofulous diathesis: but his cough had re-; Physical Condition and Diseases of the 
sisted ordinary treatment, it was growing Mississippi Valley and Lakes—Professor 
daily worse, and he had dulness under the Daniez Drake, of Louisville, who has been 
right clavicle, with feeble respiration and ’ for some time engaged in collecting materials 
bronchial rales. Weighing these circum- for a treatise on this subject, announces tha: 
stances carefully, and recollecting that phthi- »he has made considerable progress in the 
sis frequently comes on after fever in a very ' composition of it, and requests those physi- 
unexpected manner, and with great rapidity, ‘cians who have promised to assist him with 
I determined to choose the safer side, and | facts to forward them. He particularly de- 
treat it as if it were a case of commencing ‘sires accounts of epidemics, post-mortem 
tubercular deposition. I immediately crder- ‘appearances in autumnal fevers, meteorolo- 


ed leeches to be applied under the clavicle, gical observations, and an accurate notice o! | 


to be repeated as the exigency of the case the time, in the ensuing spring, when the 
might require, and prescribed the hydrocy- following plants begin to unfold their leaves: 
anic acid in the form recommended by M. , —the peach tree, white flowing locust, dog- 
Magendie. He recommends a drachm of wood, and cotton wood. In every case 1 
the cyanuret of potash to be dissolved in an number of individual trees should be ob- 
ounce of distilled water. This solution is | served, and the aspect of the spot in refer- 
stated by him to be equal in efficacy, and ence to the sun recorded. 

capable of producing all the advantageous | —_ 

effects of hydrocyanic acid, at the same time ’ Health of Middle Tennessee.—The cot- 
that it is less volatile, less liable to undergo » respondent of the editors of the New Orleans 
change, and can be always prescribed of the } Medical and Surgical Journal writes from 
same strength. He says that it possesses all iN ashville, Tenn., under date of Nov. 6th, 
the beneficial properties of hydrocyanic acid, ' 1845:—‘‘Since I wrote you last, we have 


in relieving the irritative cough of phthisis, \ been dreadfully scourged with disease. Al. 


or the excitement which accompanies gastric though our town had been healthful 2 
derangement. Of this solution I ordered the | usual, the surrounding counties of Middle 
patient to take one drop in half an ounce of /Tennessee, and the adjacent counties 0! 


water every fourth hour, to be increased in ' Kentucky, have suffered more from sickness, | 
the course of three or four days to double ‘than the ‘oldest citizen’ can remember & | 


the quantity. On making an examination ‘any former period. The disease has been 


this morning, I find that his symptoms are‘ principally fever, and of the ordinary reml': | 


improved ; there is less dulness on percus- | tent and intermittent types, requiring, 88 !a! 

sion, respiration is clearer, and the crepitus ‘as I have observed and inquired, no impor: 

is diminished. On the whole his condition ’ ant modification in the treatment. | 

authorizes us to entertain hopes of being able: ‘* The disease commenced about the mid- 

to bring about acure. If phthisis be curable, ' dle of September, and continued with uns 

or if tubercular deposition admit of being ’ bated violence until about the 25th of Octo 
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“er, when it ceased with the approach of! FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
vol weather, and very suddenly. I have: A frequent and little known cause of Ste- 
vor been able to ascertain that one locality rility.— Prof. Ostanper believes that in 
bes been more liable to its ravages than an-' many cases which have come under his 
vher; the high, hilly, and even mountain- notice, sterility was owing to elongation of 
us districts, as well as the flat rich country, the cervix uteri, too pointed a form of the 
nave been alike sufierers. And during its ’ anterior lip, and improper direction of the os 
everest form the country was perfectly dry, uteri. The professor continues, this more 
sot having had rain for many months; the especially deserves the attention of physi- 
yeds of the creeks and ponds were too dry cians, since it belongs to those causes of 
even to aflurd morsture enough to justify Dr. ‘sterility which are not absolute, and may be 
Cooke himself in tracing the disease to ma- ) remedied, if the female, during the sexual 
uria. And those regions of country at great ; act, be placed in the proper position (on her 
distances from marshes, ponds, and rivers, : face.)—Northern Journ. Med., Jan. 1846, 
have presented the same disease, identical from Holscher’s Annalen, 1845. 
with the cases which were seen on the sides » _— 
of dried-up ponds and creeks.”’ ’ Comparative Nutritive Capabilities of 
— ‘different Substances. — Ditierent authors 
Lithotomy.—Dr. Busn states in the West- have attempted to frame a scale of nutritive 
ern Lancet, (Jan. 1846,) that Prof. Dupiey, ’ equivalents. Boussingault founded one on 
of Lexington, has performed the operation of the quantity of nitrogen contained in the 
thotomy in 185 cases, of which 180 were different articles of diet. Liebig assumes, 
successful. ‘that although pulse, beans, peas, and all 
other vegetable substances used as food, 
Colour of the Hair Restored.—Dr. Syxes ' contain a large quantity of nitrogen, yet they 
relates in the St. Louis Med. and Surg. are of comparatively little value as articles of 
Journ., a case in which the colour of the ‘nourishment, because they contain in but 
hair has been restored in a man aged 81. very inconsiderable quantity the component 
The beard has become quite black, and what parts of the bones (phosphate of lime and 
is more surprising the sight is said to be: magnesia); they satisfy the appetite, but 
measurably restored. ‘give no strength.—Phosphorus is a necessary 
-_ ingredient cf the animal body, and must 
Transylvania University.—Dr. Samvet therefore be an element of animal nutrition. 
ANNAN, of Baltimore, has been elected Pro- . It is required as a constituent of the blood, 
iessor of Midwifery, and Dr. Exisua Bart- the flesh, and the bones of man and animals, 
‘ett Professor of the Theory and Practice ‘and is found in many organic substances.— 
ot Medicine in this Institution. These are ’ Sulphur is required to explain the develop- 
most judicious appointments, and cannot fail ment of sulphurated hydrogen, and hydro- 
0 strengthen the school and add to its repu-  sulphuret of ammonia, inasmuch as it gives 
tation, odour to various organic substances. ‘The 
We learn from the catalogue that the organism derives its sulphur from the animal 
number of students the present session is substances used as nourishment. Flesh, 
1, ‘eggs, and milk contain it, so also does vege- 
— table fibrin, as corn; vegetable albumen, as 
Willoughby Medical College-—The num- ‘almonds, nuts, cauliflower, and turnips ; 
ber of students during the present session is ' vegetable caseine, as beans and peas, and it 
given in the catalogue as 164, of which ‘is particularly present in the cruciferw.—Jron 
number we observed 13 are M. D’s, and two is a constituent of most, if not all, organic 
are clergymen. ‘tissues. Most articles of nourishment con- 
_— tain it. Veal contains less than beef, be- 
Chorea St. Viti cured by Strychnine.— cause calves generally, before their death, 
Dr. Jonn H. Griscom, of New York, re- lose much blood. Iron is contained in the 
ports a case of violent chorea in a girl, 19. yolk of the egg, in milk, and in most escu- 
years of age, treated successfully by the use ‘lent vegetables.— Chlorine is a constituent 
of strychnine in the dose of one-sixteenth of ‘ of the blood of the gastric juice, and differ- 
* grain three times a day, gradually in- ent excretions, the urine, saliva, tears and 
‘eased to one-half a grain. faeces, as it is constantly being consumed in 
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the formation of the gastric juice, and the | the physiological and chemical researches of 
secretions; so is its reproduction more fre- Andral and Gavarret into the nature of the 
quently necessary. It is introduced into the typhoid state. As a consequence of this 
system in the form of chloride of sodium or condition, the proteine (7. e. the albumen and 
table-salt.—Sodium is a constituent of the fibrin), and the fatty matter become abso- 
blood of the animal tissues, and secretions, lutely diminished in quantity, while the 
and is introduced into the system, more par- blood-corpuscles and alkalies are relatively 
ticularly in the form of the chloride. It is increased. Inasmuchas in typhus the fibrig 
not a common constituent part of plants, is absolutely diminished, a much less quan- 
unless when they grow near the sea or tity of it passes into the lungs for oxidation, 
other salt water. Most waters contain a and accordingly the organic metamorphosis 
small quantity.—Calcium enters into the going forward with less intensity, the de. 
composition of all animal tissues. Our or- bility and weakness of the patient become 
ganization derives it from the flesh, vege- . manifest. The deficiency of the oxide of 
tables, and minerals which we consume, as proteine, as the author satisfactorily proves, 
well as from water.—Magnesium is found is brought about in this way ; too few blood. 
in small quantities in the blood, the teeth, corpuscles (by means of which the organic 
the bones, the nervous substance, the thyroid acids and acid salts are formed from the de. 
gland, and other parts of the body. It is a: composed organic substances in the venous 
constituent of vegetable and animal articles blood) are set free to be converted by the 
of diet. Slight traces of potassium are found process of respiration into fibrin. Hence, 
in the blood, solids, and animal secretions. there is not enough of oxide of proteine 
It is a constituent of animal and vegetable taken into the organs as is necessary to com- 
articles of food, more especially the latter, pensate for the organic matter decomposed, 
and is found in grapes and potatoes.—North- The quantity of the decomposed organic 
ern Journ. Med., Jan. 1846, from Canstatt’s products is in proportion to the quantity of 
Jahresbericht, 1845. ‘acid produced in the lungs; and hence, too, 
— ‘the solution of the blood-corpuscles and the 

Pathology and Therapeutics of Typhus.: formation of fibrin is in equal proportion. 
—Dr. Ricuter considers that the nervous’ Hence, one of the chief symptoms of the 
symptoms in typhus are not dependent on typhoid state, viz., diminution of the biliary 
the morbid changes in the mucous mem- secretion, becomes evident. According to 
brane of the intestinal canal, for he has ob- , Schultz and Hunefeld, the bile is composed 
served them before degeneration of that ‘of some of the products of the decomposition 
tissue had commenced, and vice versa, they ‘of proteine, compounds of fat, the decom- 
have disappeared before the membrane had ; posed envelops of the blood-corpuscles, and 
recovered its healthy state; and, moreover, hematosine. But as now these products of 
there are other diseases where the intes- ‘decomposition are present in too small a 
tinal membrane becomes degenerated, and | quantity, and the fat, before it arrives at the 
nervous symptoms are not present during liver to form bile, is destroyed by the excess 
any part of their course. The nervous of oxygen, so it is clear that the bile must 
symptoms of typhus depend much more: be secreted in too small a proportion. What 
on defective nutrition of the organization then does nature do to effect acure? She 
generally, as well as of the nerves in par- ; excites a febrile state so as by means of an 
ticular. This is confirmed by the etiolo- ‘increased rapidity of the circulation and re- 
gical conditions of the disease, such as those : spiration to hasten the oxidation of the fibrin 
which exert an influence on soldiers in the ‘in the typhous blood to form a larger quan- 
field, particulariy mental depression, grief, tity of the oxide of proteine. To give nu- 
care, exertions causing physical exhaustion, ,tritive diet to a patient in this state is to 
and food deficient in quantity and improper increase the disease, because the food must 
in quality. The connection between the first be converted into chyle, and that into 
nervous symptoms and defective nutrition is  blood-corpuscles ; but here the organic me- 
also confirmed by the facts. that death from, tamorphosis stops, no fibrin being formed. 
starvation exhibits all the nervous symptoms | The indication in the treatment is to produce 
of typhus, and the injection of putrid organic: fibrin, and this can only be done by means 0 
matter into the veins has a similar effect. ' substances which favour the metamorphosis 
Further proof of this connection is borne by ‘of the blood-corpuscle into a fluid plasma. 
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secording to the experiments of Hunefeld, though she must have been dead eight or 
Jorine exerts the most powerful action in ten hours, was not in the least diminished. 
+» solution of the envelops of the blood- ; The room was carefully searched, but no- 
rpuscles. On the decomposition of the ‘thing in the shape of poison, nor any other 
svelop, the nucleus of the corpuscle, the ‘means of self-destruction, could be discover- 
ue representative of fibrin, remains undis- ed. Every article of apparel lay around as 
oived; but this result, according to Hune- it might be supposed to have been left by a 
.\jand Milder, may be brought about by person going to bed in perfect health as 
‘oe salts of ammonia, the carbonate or usual. ‘The heat of the body not diminish- 
shosphate. Hence, it is without doubt clear, ing a vein was opened, and various stimuli 
shat the alternate exhibition of chlorine and applied, but without producing any sign of 
mmonia, as employed by the author to resuscitation. The respiratory and circula- 
sroduce the oxide of proteine, which was tory processes had ceased; no artery could 
gtended to cause the metamorphosis in the ; be felt pulsating. Two hours had now 
apillaries necessary for cure, strongly sup- elapsed since their arrival, and the parties 
ported the struggles of nature to effect re- still hesitated to perform the inspection, 
very. According to the author, calomel, » when a message was sent to them stating 
zven from ten-grain to scruple doses, has a ‘that the jury were waiting for their evidence. 
similar effect. The chlorine is exhibited in |The inspection was then commenced, but 
the furm of c. oxymuriatic acid.—Jbid., from on moving the body for the purpose, the 
Cusper’s Wochensch. , warmth and pliancy of the limbs were such 
— ’as to give the examiners the idea that they 
Ienorance of Pregnancy.—Dr. Rutre. : were inspecting a living subject. The in- 
mentions the case of a woman, etat. forty- ternal cavities were so warm that a very 
one, who having been married for 17 or 18 copious steam issued from them when they 
years, and remaining sterile, was unexpect- , were laid open. All the viscera were healthy, 
edly delivered of a healthy, mature, and liv- } there were no signs of disease ; nothing ap- 
ng child. She, herself, being ignorant of ' peared to account for death, and from what 
uer pregnancy, and having but a few days’ they saw the inspectors regretted that they 
vefore delivery, repudiated such a supposi- ’ had not postponed the examination until the 
ton—Ibid., from Henke’s Zeit Heft. 2.‘ signs of death had been completely mani- 
345. ‘fested. For obvious reasons, the name of 
_ ; the place where this extraordinary case oc- 
Supposed Death.—Mr. A. S. Taytor: curred, and the name of the reporter, were 
mentions the following extraordinary case: ‘ suppressed. He had evidently communi- 
~In October, 1830, a servant girl, who had } cated the details in a fit of remorse for his 
retired to bed in apparently perfect health, } precipitancy.—Lond. Med. Gaz. 
was found the following morning, as it was ; ~~ 
supposed, dead. A surgeon who was sent; Dangers of Operations on the Neck.—Dr. 
or pronounced her to be certainly dead, and } Lenorr removed, on the 26th of October, a 
sated that she had probably been so for: tumour from the neck of a man, aged forty- 
wme hours. A coroner’s inquest was sum- ; five—the exact nature and seat of which 
moned for four o’clock of the same day to; were not very positively known before ope- 
quire into the cause of death, and direc- ‘ration. The tumour was raised by the arte- 
‘ons Were given that a post-mortem inspec- rial pulsations, but, on auscultation, no 
‘un of the body should be made in the mean- abnormal sound could be detected within 
‘ime. The reporter of the case was requested } it; the patient could swallow only liquid 
‘0 give his assistance. Accompanied by the ‘food, and M. Lenoir resolved on removing 
‘urgeon who had been consulted, he went ; the disease, because suffocation had become 
‘othe house about two o’clock for the pur-;imminent. The operation was performed 
pose of making the inspection. The deceased ; with success, and its close was attended 
¥as found lying on the bed, in an easy pos- | with a remarkable circumstance: the tumour 
‘urey on her left side, her body forming ; had been separated on all sides from the 
“mewhat of asemicircle. The countenance } healthy parts with a spatula, in order to avoid 
*as pallid, but so perfectly placid and com- } wounding the numerous vessels placed in 
posed as to give her the appearance of being } the vicinity, and it still was attached to the 
‘ladeep sleep. The heat of the body, al- neck by a pedicle placed at the basis of the 
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cervical region. A ligature was, fortunately, ' the cases observed, was always accompanied 


passed round this pedicle before it was di- by aphonia, which was invariably cured by | 
vided; and, after section, it was found to puncturing the tumour.— Med, Times, Jy\y 


consist of the internal jugular vein. M. 14, 1845. 

Lenoir remarks, that the opération might! ee 

have terminated by the sudden death of the Treatment of Scabies by the Veratria Alhy, 
patient, from introduction of air into the —The following formula is extolled jn the 
vein, had not the precaution of trying the’ Annales de Thérapeutique. 


pedicle been prudently resorted to.—Med. K.—Powdered root of white hellebore ¢0 


Times, Dec. 6, 1845. grammes = 3xv. 
- ‘ Black soap 25—30 grammes = 3yii, 


Closure of the Fontanelles and Sutures; Hot water sufficient to make an ointment, 


previous to Birth, and subsequent Disunion. All parts of the body affected with the erup- 


—Dr. Lawennarpt delivered, June 26th, | tion are to be rubbed once a day with this | 
1844, a lady in her first pregnancy, of a still- compound ; after a few frictions, the patient 
born boy, in whom all the fontanelles and , complains of heat in parts which have been — 


sutures of the skull were firmly united to- ) exposed to the ointment, and the itching oj 
gether. ‘The child was restored to life. Inthe scabies has ceased. One or two com- 


the third week the fontanelles and sutures: mon warm baths are now necessary. |i : 


became disunited, and on the 26th July they | fresh vesicles should show themselves they 
could all be felt open and wide, even to the are to be similarly attended to.—Ranking's 
frontal sutures. On the 26th October the) Retrospect, Jan., 1846. 

small frontal was completely closed; the: _ 

large one partly. ‘The author supposes,’ Fumes of Belladonna in Hemoptysis— 
that in this case, the increased development > M. Scurogeper speaks highly of this herb in 
of the brain produced the gradual absorption hemoptysis, used in the following manner: 
of part of the bones of the skull, which had ! —The dried leaves are cut into small pieces, 
been previously unusually developed by a and about two drachms are then thrown 
longer sojourn in the uterus, inasmuch as. upon burning coals, so that the patient may 
the mother was delivered a fortnight after ; be enabled to inspire the fumes as they arise. 
the ninth month had been completed, ac- ) In all the cases of hemoptysis in which this 
cording to her calculation. No similar case | simple expedient was tried, the author found 
is known to him. He adds the question, } it effectual in arresting the hemorrhage, 
whether similar observations have been generally at the same time allaying the 
made, and whether reopening of the fonta- ' cough, and producing a feeling of relief in 


nelles and suture be necessary for the de- >the chest. It is singular that inhalation of 


velopment of the brain ?—Jb., from Froriep’s } the steam from a decoction of these leaves, 
Notitzen. ; or their internal administration, does not ap- 
- ‘pear to have an equally beneficial effect.— 
Staphylematoma—Dr. Vitz has observed ; [b., from Annal. Univ. 
three cases of this disease of the palate, » di 
which has been called hematoma palati. It} New Method of applying Ligatures ‘0 
consists in the formation of one or several?) Nevi.—Mr. Curistoruerson advises the 
bladders, filled with fluid blood, and covered ; following modification of the usual method 
by the epithelium of the mucous membrane } of performing this operation. The plan, 
of the palate or uvula. If punctured, fluid which is sufficiently simple, is thus de- 
blood is discharged. It causes no other in- } scribed :—‘‘ Take a piece of strong silk of 
convenience than a slight pain in swallow- ? ligature, well waxed, and three-quarters . 
ing or chewing, according to its situation.’ a yard in length. Thread a curved needle 
It not punctured, the contents are either ab- : with the same, leaving the ends equal, and 
sorbed or the tumour breaks, leaving a su- ' pass it double under the centre of the pat! 
perficial, slightly painful ulcer, which heals ; requiring to be removed. ‘This done, cut 
ina few days. The causes are not known. ° the ligature in the middle, leaving the needle 
One patient asserts that he has suffered from ; attached to the inferior portion, which is then 
it once every year. A slight difficulty in} passed through the skin immediately below 
eating sometimes precedes its appearance. the part to be strangulated. Thread the 
It is about the size of a hazelnut, and, in } needle with the superior portion of the ligt 
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ore, and pass it through the skin in an op- } fessor states that the gland becomes softer, 
oosite direction, immediately above the part } absorption commences, and the surface of 
‘ be strangulated, and remove the needle.”’ ° the tonsil is evidently relaxed and wrinkled. 
inthe next place ‘‘tie as tightly as possible’ When this condition has been attajned, 
ne two ends of the loop which includes the | stimulating gargles may be employed. |The 
verior half of the tumour, and strangulate author remarks that this treatment should 
‘at portion of the part to be removed. The always be tried in those cases in which ex- 
our ends of the ligature remaining are now ‘ cision is contemplated.—Ranking’s Retro- 
«be tied tightly and alternately, the one to: spect, Jan., 1846, from Gaz. des Hop. 
ye other, and the operation is complete. -- 
The whole mass being thus enclosed ina} Case of Inflammation of the Vena Porta. 
jonble circle by the ligature, both within; —The following case of this rare form of 
ind without, must be effectually strangu- } disease, recorded by Dr. Frey, of Manheim, 
ated.” , we find translated in a late number of the 
The advantages said to be possessed by Medical Gazette. It is to be regretted that 
his method are: that it is simple and quickly : the condition of the intestinal mucous mem- 
serformed; that it leaves less deformity than | brane is not more fully described. There 
‘ke common method; that it can be applied’ seems no source from whence so rare an 
nsituations in which other means cannot be > affection could have arisen. Had ulceration 
conveniently employed ; and thus the stran- ‘ of the intestines existed, the connection of 
gulation must necessarily be complete.— ; this lesion with the appearances found in 
Lancet, June 14, 1845. ‘ the veins would have been of interest in re- 
— } ference to the views recently proposed as to 
Curious alteration of the Cornea in Hy- ' the origin of abscess of the liver in cases of 
irocephalus Acutus.—Dr. Stozer, of Stras- ‘ dysentery :— 
ourg, has observed, in several cases of hy-: ‘‘A man, sixty-two years of age, of large 
drocephalus acutus, shortly before death, a form and good constitution, began to lose 
seculiar alteration of the cornea of the eye. ; his health after the death of his master, to 
lt consists in a semilunar yellow speck, ‘ whom he had been very much attached. He 
situated at the lower margin of the cornea, } first complained of loss of appetite, weari- 
without undue redness or vascularity of the ; ness, and depression, and feared that he was 
eve itself. This morbid alteration gradually | himself the subject of the same complaint 
etended upwards, when the disease was (calculus) which had proved fatal to his 
rotracted, to the centre of the cornea, and master. He continued in this state for fif- 
erminated in ulceration. The lamelle of: teen days, taking occasionally purgative 
‘he cornea were separated by a purulent in- ' medicine, although his bowels were not 
‘ltration, and pushed outwards, and in this ’ confined, and fully persuaded that he suffer- 
way were detached from each other by the . ed from a disease in the lower part of the 
iceration, Dr. Stober regards this process belly, where he experienced a sensation of 
isthe consequence of the general debility. heaviness: he had also pain in the epigas- 
lnone case, where the prostration of strength ‘tric region. At length he was compelled to 
vas considerable, he directed the instilla-; keep his bed and apply for advice. On 
‘on of opium drops (opiumo draaber) into March 5th, his face was congested, his 
‘he eye, and prescribed some doses of qui- spirits depressed ; he had not slept for some 
‘une, with a nourishing diet. ‘These means’ nights, and complained of slight pain in the 
were successful, and in ten days the ulcera- epigastrium ; he had passed two liquid de- 
won had cicatrized.—Med. Times, Jan. 24,’ jections daily from the use of medicine; the 
46, from Bibliothek for Laeger. ‘ hypogastric region was neither tense, swol- 
— ‘len, nor tender; the tongue uniformly white, 
Treatment of indurated Tonsil Glands | loaded, rough as the tongue of the ruminants, 
'v Compression.—Frof. Huss has employed | and dry; pulse 95, rather full and strong ; 
he following method with success. He in-) anorexia; thirst. On the 7th he had an 
toduces the index-finger into the mouth, | attack of chilliness, followed by heat, but 
‘nd compresses the indurated gland with its} without perspiration, and the pulse was 
‘Nremity for several minutes at a time.} more frequent, and thirst more intense. 
This is repeated three or four times a day. ‘(This exacerbation was repeated on the sub- 
Alter some days of this treatment, the pro- | sequent days, sometimes in the morning, 
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sometimes in the evening ) His sleep was/ face there were small cones, of the Size of 
short, and disturbed by unquiet dreams, yet nuts, with their apices pointing inwards, of 
without delirium. On the night of the 9th’ a dark red, and sprinkled with smal] se 
he had six grayish-yellow, flaky, very fetid; lent depots; the branches of the vena im 
motions; in the morning there was evident } were filled with a dirty reddish fluid. ‘The 
gurgling on pressure over the region of the ’ spleen was of natural size, and brownish-red 
cecum; the tongue remained as before, the colour, lacerable and exsanguine. The |inins 
intellect was unimpaired, the respiration’ membrane of the stomach was tumid, of a 
natural. During the night of the 11th he slate colour, and covered with mucus, The 
passed forty motions, and twenty on the ; duodenum and the whole of the small intes. 
preceding day, when there was gurgling,‘ tines were injected, marbled, and tumid 
with tenderness, over the whole abdomen, ! The glands of Brunner were large. The 
which was slightly distended; each motion ‘ large intestines were covered by a coat of 
was preceded by pain, yet without tenesmus ; ; epithelium and an exudation of yellow pus, 

pulse more frequent, less full, small and;  ‘‘ Remarks.—The pus in the vena porta 





feeble; aspect less congested. On being ; was arrested in the capillaries of the liver, and ' 


moved he almost fainted. On the 13th, the’ did not pass into the general circulation ; and 
diarrhaa had been slightly checked ; and on: thus may be explained the absence 
; of the 
the morning of the 14th, the skin, for the ‘cerebral and thoracic symptoms, which 
first time, was perspirable. Aphonia after- ‘ generally indicate purulent absorption. This 
wards supervened, with short respiration, ) would also account for the difficulty in the 
yet without abnormal sounds; the diarrhoea ° diagnosis.’’—Lancet, Nov. 15, 1845. 
again increased, so that twenty motions were ? — 
passed during the night, and ten or sixteen} Paralysis of the Portia Dura produced by 
during the day. On the morning of the; Tobacco Smoking.—Mr. Smitu, of Sheffield, 
16th he was exceedingly depressed; pulse | records two cases in the Provincial Journal, 
small and frequent; skin dry; intellect still of this affection. He attributes the paralysis 
— ; yet, shortly after noon, the sur- ‘ to the sedative action of the tobacco smoke, 
ace becoming cold and covered with a‘ and remarks that :— 
clammy sweat, and the intellect slightly ; ‘* He is not aware of any case of paralysis 
Ts he gradually sank. , of the portia dura on record having been at- 
‘* Autopsy.—There was not any sign of tributed to the use of tobacco; 
lopsy. g co; nor indeed, 
disease in the thorax. The walls of the as- ' does he remember seeing an account of any 
— _ = in the _ of om = oe of paralysis, which has been imputed to 
ere healthy. 1e vessel contained a clot} this cause. Still he thinks a result of this 
— wns — = — the peri- a is quite in keeping with what we a 
cavity contained a flocculent sanious ‘ of the physiological properties of the oil 0 
secretion ; the intestines were injected, and tobacco, and is an effect which a priori rea- 
covered with soft viscid exudations, and were | soning upon them would lead us to expect. 
“ — adherent to the neighbouring parts. It is reasonable to suppose, that the practice 
e mesentery of the cecum, and of the ’ of volatilizing so powerful a sedative poison, 
lower portion of the ilium, was thickened; ) and applying its vapour to the lining mem- 
its veins remained open after division, and brane of the air-passages, should produce 
exuded a thick, purulent, cheesy, greenish- derangement of the nervous system, varying 
y ellow matter. In the mesentery there were ; in intensity according to its greater or less 
— of the same substance, of the size dilution with atmospheric air; and that, 
——— seth and _?" communicated } therefore, on the nervous fibrils proceeding 
ith the cavity of a vein. The large veins ‘ from the mucous membrane of the mouth, 4 
were distended with the same substance, but } situation where the vapour must be com: 
ee te coagulated blood ; their walls paratively concentrated, the effect should be 
o e on a pale yellow, thick and lacerable. ' most considerable. The sedative operation 
: 1e other parts of the mesentery were free ‘ of tobacco has also been found by experiment 
rom pus, and the veins were filled with} to be exerted chiefly on the motor system; 
deep-red fluid blood. The trunks of the and it is quite in accordance with our know: 
an ene meg splenic veins contained ‘ledge of the nature of reflex action, that an 
: irty-red fluid. The substance of the ; impression of any sort, although immediately 
iver was generally healthy; but on the sur- ; acting, as in this case, upon a sensory nerve, 
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sould be conveyed through its medium to { alteratives, and the scrofulous effects are de- 
+» corresponding motor nerve.’’—Ibid. creased or cured. 
; Since the humeral theory began to be 
‘somewhat revived, more attention has been 
On the Causes of Scrofula. By Joun paid to the fluids of the body. We now feel 
\.-gonson.—The scrofulous diathesis sim- ; it our duty to use the laboratory as a means 
consists in a more or less impoverished ' of accurate diagnosis. The blood has been 
dition of the blood ; and in proportion as ‘analyzed in almost every disease, and much 
exists, 80 is the strumous habit mani- } light hereby thrown upon pathology. Ihave 
ested, This is the proximate derangement subjected a vast number of specimens taken 
ia the system; and any circumstance, or ; from patients in every stage of scrofula to 
»mbination of events, capable of producing } analysis, and found it always under the 
sare entitled to be considered as a remote } standard of health. Below are twelve cases 
suse. Let us next inquire into the nature of } arranged in a table, to save room, which 
ese circumstances. correspond to the average of all my exami- 
The symptoms of scrofula are liable to ap- ; nations :— 
ear after an attack of any of the exanthemata, 


ne corr’ 


Pee 


Dissolved sub- 


: , Globules. Fibrin. stancesin Water. 
a consequence of the weakness which they : Serum. 
sroduce. Improper diet has the same effect. ; 1 101° 3° "79% 816°5 
Exposure to damp or cold produces this state ; 2 98° 2°8 79° 820°2 
oi the system, by deranging all the functions } 3 98° 2°4 791 820°5 
ofthe body. Scrofula has been considered; 4 97° 3° 79° 821° 
y many to depend on a morbid state of the ; 5 965 25 78. 823° 
wer and bowels; and certainly this ong; 6 80° 2°3 78°7 839, 
nay be placed with great propriety among ; 7 2° 79° 840° 
ie remote causes. When these organs are ; 8 79 2° 80° 839° 
not performing their ordinary duties, it is 3 9 635 1°2 80° 855°3 
impossible that the blood can maintain its{10 64° 1°8 79° 855°2 
normal constitution. Nothing isworse than} 11 = 65°5 1‘7 78°5 854'3 
ving placed in a confined and unhealthy{12 64° > 79° 855° 


umosphere. Look at the pale and emaciated ; Such is the evidence founded on chemical 
ims of those who live in the narrow and examination ; and, aided by the microscope, 
wnfined alleys of densely populated towns. ; we discover facts which give equal proofs of 
There can be no doubt that light is essential ; deterioration. The globules are fewer in 
‘the animal as well as the vegetable crea- ; number, appear lighter coloured and irregu- 
‘on; and we can only be struck with the} lar. Sometimes they look as if the circum- 
ohealthy appearance of miners and others, } ference were notched and divided. 
0 live most of their time beyond the ; The phenomena of struma almost inva- 
reach of sunlight, and the liability they? riably are presented in the form of inflam- 
manifest to the different forms of scrofulous } mation ; such as ophthalmia, inflammation 
‘fammation. It might be said that these { of the joints or skin, &c. The view here 
te not the remote causes of scrofula, but ‘taken of scrofula accounts satisfactorily for 
netely the means of calling a disease into ‘such an event.—Ibid., from North. Journ. 
cilvity which was resting dormant in the } Med., Nov. 
‘ystem. In reply, it is only necessary to } 
‘peal to any ei men which will : Adventitious Muscle.-—Dr. Mitver, of 
‘unply ample evidence of the fact, that Glasgow, states that he has ‘detected an 
‘uliren born of the most healthy parents { adventitions muscle deserving the notice of 
te equally liable to the attack after being {the profession as lying in the space recom- 
‘uljected 10 the debilitating influence of such : mended by the late Sir Astley Cooper for 
‘sé Circumstances. > tying the subclavian artery. Arising fleshy, 
Another support is given to this view, by {and about half an inch in breadth, from the 
“ve kind of treatment which is found most ; middle and superior edge of the clavicle, 
“iecessful in its cure. We employ no posi- } close to the outer edge and origin of the 
“Ye specific, but act on the suggestion of } sterno-cleido mastoideus, its fibres were di- 
‘ents. We correct the state of the bowels, ‘rected upwards and outwards, crossing the 
such is required ; then we give tonics and { omohyoid, to be inserted in the upper border 
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of the trapezius, two inches above the clavi- ’ Philippe, with a portion of these funds, and 
cle. I imagined at first it might have been’ to call it by her name. The donation jg . 
a prolongation of the trapezius, but, on sepa- ; very munificent one, but if bestowed to the 
rating the cellular tissue, there was a distinct ‘ injury of poor relations, it is also an unhappy 
space of more than one inch at its origin.” — ’ one.—Med. Times, Jan. 31, 1846, 
Med. Times, Jan. 24, 1846. ous 

_ Obituary Record.—Died, Dr. Arexaypep 

Treatment of Menorrhagia.—Dr. Drr-} Joun Hanney, of Glasgow. 

rericn, of Munich, recommends the internal | On the 2d of January, Witty 
use of nitrate of silver as a remedy for this; Fercusson, Esq., M. D., Inspector-General 
troublesome and obstinate complaint, as {of Military Hospitals, in the 73d year of his 
well as for the leucorrhcea which is present? age. 
during the intervals and the nervous symp- | 





— 


toms. His prescription is TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTs. 
R.—Nit. argenti gr. iij. In the present No. we close the Clinical 
Aque distill. dij. solve. Lectures of Sir Benjamin Brodie. The ex. 


Of this solution ten drops are to be taken} traordinary favour which the two works 
two or three times daily, and gradually in- }issued in the Library Department of the 
creased to fifteen drops. The author affirms, } News have received, has stimulated us to 
that the use of this solution, for a period of} renewed efforts to maintain the character 
from four to six weeks, will perform a cer-; of our publication, and under these circum. 
tain cure. After the lapse of about ten; stances, we ‘have selected for the present 
days, the leucorrh@a diminishes, and by the; year the Physiological Anatomy of Messrs. 
second menstrual period, the catamenial) Todd and Bowman. This work possesses 
secretion is reduced to the proper quantity,’ the highest merit. One of the authors is an 
and the nervous symptoms disappear. Koph; able physiologist, and the other a most ac. 
has also recommended the nitrate of silver’ complished microscopist, and the subjects 
for the same disease in doses of 1-]0th to: treated have all been examined anew by 
1-12th of a grain every two hours.—North- : them, and the work contains a great amount 
ern Journal of Med., Dec. 1845, from Neues‘ of original observations. The object of it 
Repert., 1845. {is to give a plain and correct view of the in- 
— ’ timate structure of the human body, and of 
Vegetable Therapeutics. — Among the‘ the functions of the several parts, and, as 
latest French novelties, we find it stated, justly remarked by a cotemporary, it con- 
that a Dr. Robert, probably owing to a} tains ‘‘exactly what the student ought to 
want of patients in the animal kingdom, has; know on every subject discussed in it; and 
taken up the medical treatment of vegeta- the descriptions are so clear, and the illus- 
bles! Many diseased trees in the Champs- ; trations so complete, as to leave nothing to 
Elysées have been placed under the care of } wish for.’ 
M. Robert, and some which had been given The illustrations are so numerous and 
up have perfectly recovered under the cata- 3 beautiful that the publishers can only look 
plasms of this ingenious Frenchman. On?toa very considerable increase of their sub- 
diable la Médecine va-t-elle se nicher?— scription list for remuneration for the great 
Lond. Med. Gaz., Jan. 16, 1846. expense which will be incurred; and we 
— are sure that their liberality will be met by 

French Academy of Medicine.—Dr. RocneE } a corresponding extension of patronage. 
has been elected President for the year 1846; The work will be commenced in the 
Dr. Begin, Vice-President; and Dr. Mé-} April No. of the News, and 24 pages will 
lier, Secretary. be given in each No. until complete. 

We may remind subscribers that for five 
dollars remitted in advance they will receive 
—Mad. de Lencquesaing, lately deceased at} the American Journal of the Medical Sel- 
Paris, has left property to the value of 835,-} ences, and the Medical News and Library 
000 francs to the administration of the hospi- } for one year, making about 1500 closely 
tals of that city. It is intended to build one { printed pages with numerous plates and 
of the wings of the new hospital, Louis } wood cuts. 
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Munificent Legacy to the Paris Hospitals. 
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